
Kurdish transgender woman shot by brother had been hiding from 
family.  
Friends of Doski Azad said the 23-year-old makeup artist had 
received repeated death threats from male family members 
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The Kurdish transgender woman Doski Azad shot dead by her brother last month had been 
living in hiding from her family after repeated death threats, friends have said. 

According to friends, Azad had had to move home regularly after several death threats by male 
members of her family. 

Three weeks ago, her body was found dumped in a ditch outside of the city of Duhok, in the 
Iraqi autonomous Kurdistan region. Her hands had been tied and she had been shot twice. 
Police have issued an arrest warrant for her brother, who is believed to have travelled from his 
home in Germany to carry out the killing. 

A talented makeup artist, the 23-year-old had supported herself since her family turned its back 
on her when she was a young teenager. She went to brides’ homes to prepare them for their 
weddings and built a reputation that earned her a job at a salon in Duhok. 

“She was such a nice person, and everyone loved her so much,” said a close friend, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

“She lived alone because when she went to her family home, they said to Doski, ‘Get out’,” the 
friend said. “They said, ‘When we see you alone, we will kill you’.” 

According to the Duhok police, Azad was killed by one of her brothers in what was described as 
an “honour killing”. 

Police were called to the village of Mangesh, 12 miles (20km) north of Duhok, according to 
Iraqi-Kurdish news site Rudaw, by another of Azad’s brothers. The killer had allegedly already 
returned to Germany. 

“Our investigation so far suggests that Doski Azad was killed by her brother at a location just 
outside the city before he managed to flee the crime scene,” Duhok police spokesperson, Hemin 
Suleiman, said. 

Azad’s friend said attempts had been made on her life before. “When I called her [a while ago] 
she didn’t answer me, and later I said, ‘Doski, where you have been?’ And she said, ‘My brother 
came to kill me and I went to the police.’” 

Another Kurdish transgender woman was murdered last year by family members, Rudaw 
reported. 

Yeksani, a Kurdish rights group, said: “Hate crime against LGBT+ community in the Kurdistan 
region is on the rise.” The group’s director Zhiar Ali said Azad was one of a few openly 
transgender women in Kurdistan. 

https://yeksani.org/transgender-woman-murdered-by-brother/
https://www.voanews.com/a/death-of-transgender-woman-sparks-outcry-in-iraq-s-kurdistan/6425679.html
https://twitter.com/USConGenErbil/status/1489121107135377408
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/020220223
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/020220223
https://www.voanews.com/a/death-of-transgender-woman-sparks-outcry-in-iraq-s-kurdistan/6425679.html
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/010720212
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/010720212
https://yeksani.org/transgender-woman-murdered-by-brother/


“This level of freedom in Kurdistan comes at a risk, and we witnessed this in Doski’s case,” Ali 
said. “Living openly as an LGBT+ person is deeply stigmatised. 

“Honour killings are very prevalent. We have hundreds of nameless graves, they are marked with 
numbers. The victims are so disrespected that, not only are they blamed, but they disrespect 
them even when they are dead.” 

Ali was critical of the Kurdish media’s coverage of Azad’s death, some of which used derogatory 
language. 

“It was a completely irresponsible and disastrous reporting by the Kurdish media,” Ali said, 
primarily about the Kurdish-language coverage. 

Rasha Younes, a researcher at Human Rights Watch, said the murder signalled the “climate of 
impunity” afforded to perpetrators of anti-LGBTQ+ violence, empowered under Iraq’s penal 
code to cause harm under the pretext of “honour”. 

“This has a chilling effect on LGBT Iraqis, for whom the law does not offer protection, 
rendering any ‘suspicion’ of homosexuality or gender variance a cause for potential violence, 
which not only results in the death of LGBT people but makes their lives unliveable,” she said. 

Kurdish activist Amed Sherwan said most hate crimes were not reported. 

“It is very tragic that someone must pay such a price for being herself. It makes me very sad,” he 
said. 

The US, French and German consulates in Erbil condemned the murder on Twitter, as did the 
UN assistance mission for Iraq and the Canadian mission to Iraq. 

The Kurdistan regional government did not respond to a Guardian request for comment. 

 

Things to think about  

1. Why do you think these killings are called ‘honour’? Can killing ever be honourable? 

2. What role, if any, do you think the media plays in reporting cases like this? 

3. In the UK there are 7 protected characteristics. Do you know what they are? (These are 

age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and 

maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation). What does it mean that 

it is ‘protected’? 

Watch https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-

characteristics 
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https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics

