Tutorial: Current affairs & Racial Bias
Adnan Syed and Serial: What you need to know
In 2000, Adnan Syed, a high school senior in Baltimore, Maryland, was convicted of strangling and killing his ex-girlfriend Hae Min Lee.
The case - in which the prosecution painted Syed as a violent and jealous boyfriend who brutally killed a bright and talented young woman - made national headlines in America.
On Monday last week, a Maryland judge overturned his conviction and set a deadline for a new trial.
For nearly 25 years Syed has maintained his innocence. His case won a massive boost from an unlikely source - a podcast.
What is Serial and when did it come out?
More than a decade after Syed was sent to prison, Rabia Chaudry, a Baltimore-based lawyer and family friend of the Syeds, emailed a journalist named Sarah Koenig and asked her to re-investigate Lee's murder.
That email helped launch the first season of the podcast Serial. The show premiered in autumn 2014 and each episode tried to piece together a timeline of what happened the night Lee was killed.
Who killed Hae Min Lee?
That's the question at the heart of Serial.
"For the last year I've spent every working day trying to figure out where a high school kid was for an hour after school one day in 1999," Ms Koenig says in the first episode.
Only now, the "kids" she interviewed were adults and some of their stories had changed.
As each episode revealed new details - and potential new suspects - internet sleuths and armchair detectives sprang into action and argued their theories on social media.
Within months, the chatter around Syed's case would ultimately help him win a new trial.
Who are the other suspects?
In the latest episode of Serial, Koenig lays out why Adnan Syed's conviction was overturned. She says his lawyers argued new evidence had emerged showing that during the original trial prosecutors failed to investigate and rule out two potential suspects who were known to detectives at the time. Syed's lawyers also questioned the reliability of witness statements and cell phone evidence originally used to convict him.
A judge agreed and overturned Syed's conviction, but it does not mean he's been cleared of Lee's murder. Prosecutors now have to decide whether they will retry Adnan Syed or re-open Hae Min Lee's case and look for new suspects.
Why was the show so popular?
The first season of Serial has been downloaded more than 300 million times and the show is widely cited as one of the most popular podcasts in the world.
But did it really help Syed?
In 2015, Syed was granted a new trial based, in part, on new evidence uncovered while making Serial.
But a judge also denied his request for bail. He remained imprisoned for years as his legal team argued for a new trial and tried to appeal his conviction all the way to the Supreme Court.
In 2019, HBO premiered a four-part documentary series produced by Ms Chaudry called The Case Against Adnan Syed. The series argued that Syed, who is Muslim, was convicted, in part, because of racial bias.
It ultimately revealed that forensic analyses had found no trace of his DNA on Lee's body at the time of the murder.
What about Lee and her family?
The Lee family refused to participate in Serial, and has always maintained that they believe Syed was rightfully convicted and justice was served during the original trial.
In 2016, when Syed was granted a new trial, the family told reporters that the podcast had "reopened wounds few can imagine", according to the Baltimore Sun. They also said they believed people had been misinformed by the podcast and regretted that "so few [were] willing to speak up for Hae".
What's next?
With Syed's conviction overturned, prosecutors have the next 30 days to decide whether they will bring a new trial or drop the charges against him.
If Lee's murder investigation is reopened, new evidence could help exonerate Syed.
It may also give the grieving Lee family some much-needed closure at long last.
Prosecutors say they have identified two possible "alternate" suspects, neither of whom has yet been named or ever charged in the case.
The lawyer and executive producer of The Case Against Adnan Syed wants people to understand the role that Syed’s faith and ethnicity played in his story.  
Chaudry is an old family friend of Syed’s – they grew up together in Baltimore, and her brother was his best friend – and she has continued to fight on Syed’s behalf and campaigned for his release from prison, arguing that serious flaws in his original trial in 2000 mean he is entitled to be tried a second time.
In the wake of 9/11, Chaudry said, “the only stories about [Muslims] revolve around terrorism. So for me, it’s been really important that people are able to see this story of a Muslim family and an American Muslim boy, and understand the anti-Muslim bias that fed into his conviction way before 9/11, and the uphill battle that minorities also face in in the legal system because of this.”
Anti-Muslim bias in the legal system is not the only way that Syed’s faith played a part in his story. In the first episode of The Case Against Adnan Syed, Chaudry explains that many of Syed’s friends and relatives were extremely wary of speaking to the authorities, and suggests that this may have meant people were reluctant to testify on his behalf. Syed’s parents moved to the US from Pakistan before he was born, and most of their community also came from immigrant South Asian Muslim families. Many of these people were used to corruption in their home countries, Chaudry says, and were heavily predisposed to view the police and judicial system with fear and suspicion. 
This distrust was arguably not unwarranted. At the screening in London, Chaudry said the Baltimore police department was known for being corrupt and had “a lot of historic racism” in its background. In 2016, the US Justice Department released a damning report on the Baltimore police which denounced the force as institutionally racist, while a police officer was found guilty of fabricating evidence in a drugs case last November. Multiple other former Baltimore police officers are currently serving jail time on charges related to corruption.
“Baltimore in the Nineties was not that much different than Baltimore is today when it comes to the Baltimore police department,” Chaudry said. 
“There is this perception from a lot of people who don’t understand the system that if you’ve been convicted beyond a reasonable doubt, there’s got to be some hefty evidence in there,” she said. But she thinks there were “many, many leads” and pieces of evidence that police failed to pursue – whether because of “incompetence or deliberate neglect” – that she believes could have exonerated Syed.		(Taken from Yahoo news and www.Stylist.co.uk) 
Things to think about:
1. How to you think Adnan feels now that he has been released? 
2. What do you think motivated Rabia Chaudhry to continue to campaign for Adnan Syed?  
3. What does racial bias mean?
